
PUPPY SOCIALIZATION SCAVENGER HUNT

Exposing your puppy to a wide variety of experiences at a young age is very important to help him grow 
into a well-adjusted adult dog. This scavenger hunt will help you organize fun field trips for your pup on 
a regular basis.  

Here’s how it works: There are three categories, each containing 12 activities.  Try to expose your pup to
between one and three items in each category per week, for a total of  3-9 items per week.  If you cover 6 items
per week for 6 weeks, you will have completed the entire scavenger hunt. Check off each item as you complete
it, and write the date. You do not have to complete the activities in the order they are listed.

Bring your completed list to the last class.  We will have prizes for the pups who complete all 36 items, 
or for the top 3 with the largest numbers.

• Be sure to bring lots of yummy treats for your pup. Give him treats during each experience, and ask friendly
strangers to give treats to him as well. 

• Observe your pup to make sure he’s having a good time. If he appears stressed or is unwilling to approach
any person or object, or is not interested in treats that he normally likes, the experience is probably too
much for him.  DO NOT FORCE HIM.  Move as far away from the area as necessary for your pup’s
comfort.

• If you try to cram too many experiences into one day or one week, your pup may be overwhelmed. Plan on
covering no more than 9 items per week.  

• Also see the puppy socialization handout (PUPPY_SOCIALIZATION.pdf) for additional tips for making
sure the scavenger hunt is a positive experience for your pup.

• If your puppy is having trouble with some of the items on the list, make a note of it and ask your instructor
for guidance.

• Don’t forget to bring poop bags and clean up after your pup.

• Extra credit for taking a picture of your pup getting a treat from a stranger during any of the activities and
posting it in the photos section of the yahoo group. 

• Have fun!
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People and Pets:

❏ ———— Meet a person wearing a hat

❏ ———— Meet a person wearing sunglasses

❏ ———— Meet a person wearing a uniform

❏ ———— Meet a man with a beard

❏ ———— Meet someone in a wheelchair

❏ ———— Meet someone using a walker 
or a cane

❏ ———— Meet someone of a different race than you

❏ ———— Meet a baby in a front pack or backpack
or in a stroller

❏ ———— Meet a toddler

❏ ———— Meet a new dog of a different breed

❏ ———— Meet a cat

❏ ———— Meet an animal other than a dog or cat

Out and About:

❏ ———— Visit a vet’s office for treats

❏ ———— Visit a groomer’s shop for treats

❏ ———— Visit a retail store.  Number of strangers who gave a treat to my pup:  ———

❏ ———— Visit a crowded place (a busy sidewalk, outdoor café, mall, athletic event, parade, etc.) 
Number of strangers who gave a treat to my pup:  ———

❏ ———— Visit a train station and watch a train go by

❏ ———— Stand at a bus stop and watch a bus come and go

❏ ———— Visit a friend’s house, where puppy has never been before

❏ ———— Watch a roller blader or skateboarder

❏ ———— Watch someone go by on a bicycle OR watch someone riding on a sled

❏ ———— Watch someone pushing a shopping cart or wheelbarrow

❏ ———— Watch someone carrying a large object (suitcase, box, musical instrument, etc.)

❏ ———— Visit a playground and watch a group of children playing

Sights, Sounds, and Surfaces:

❏ ———— Ride in an elevator OR walk through an electric sliding door

❏ ———— Ride on a boat OR take a walk on a dock, pier or jetty

❏ ———— Walk on a grate or metal plate in a sidewalk 

❏ ———— Walk up to a mailbox to mail a letter

❏ ———— Blow up a balloon while puppy watches (be careful it doesn’t pop!) 
OR Open an umbrella very slowly while puppy watches

❏ ———— Run the vacuum cleaner, washing machine, blender, food processor, 
or other noisy appliance with puppy nearby

❏ ———— Walk in front of a fan OR run a hair drier with puppy in the room.

❏ ———— Walk up to an opened umbrella placed on the floor OR a vaccuum cleaner (NOT turned on).

❏ ———— Walk through a wading pool or sandbox

❏ ———— Take a walk while it’s raining or snowing

❏ ———— Listen to someone blowing a whistle or playing a musical instrument.

❏ ———— Walk up to a garden gnome or other lawn statue OR walk under or near a lawn sprinkler

———— Total number of items completed
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